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MISSION: 
 

To Create accessible and safe pathways which… 
 

…Influence the quality of life for citizens of all ages, abilities, and economic status, 
 

…Educate users of the health benefits of regular walking, jogging, cycling, and related 
activities, 

 
…Educate school-age youth and adults alike in safe bicycle and pedestrian behavior, 

 
…Provide safe routes to schools and other public facilities, 

 
…And promote cycling and walking as viable transportation options. 
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 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan  
for  

The City of Oxford, Mississippi 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
 The purpose of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for the City of Oxford, 
Mississippi is to act as a guide for the development of a network of bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities within the City of Oxford and Lafayette County.  The plan outlines 
specific goals and objectives related to the project, proposed routes, implementation and 
funding, maps, typical cross-sections, and other necessary support information.   
 
1.1 Background 
 
 The City of Oxford and Lafayette County is located in north central Mississippi at 
the intersection of Mississippi Highways 6 and 7.  Incorporated in 1837, Oxford serves as 
both the county seat and the home of The University of Mississippi, the state’s first 
public university established in 18481.  During their first 150 years of existence, Oxford 
and Lafayette County were similar to many other small towns throughout Mississippi and 
the South- a poor to middle-class agriculture center that struggled through the 
Reconstruction, the Great Depression, and the Civil Rights era.  Oxford’s economic 
growth during the 1990s paralleled the nation’s economic boom brought about by 
technology and telecommunications1.   
 The economic boom of the 1990s led to a population growth in Oxford and 
Lafayette County.  According to the 2000 census, the population of Oxford increased 
17.3% from 10,026 to 11,756 residents during the 1990s.  During the same time period, 
the county experienced a 21.7% population increase from 31,826 to 38,744.  Population 
growth has also led to employment growth of 37.8% or 5,123 jobs within the county1.   

There are several reasons for the growth and development Oxford has 
experienced in recent years.  The Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Council have 
promoted Oxford as both a place to retire and as a tourist destination.  In turn, regional 
and national publications have featured Oxford as a “best” place for families, for art, or to 
retire.  A growing population of university students wishing to live off-campus has 
sparked development of new apartment complexes.  In addition, there has been a recent 
trend of second-home purchasing in Oxford and in the county, which has sparked new 
home and condominium construction.  According to the City’s Planning Department, 
Oxford experienced $58 million in new construction in 2002.  Development has not been 
limited to just within the city limits.  Residential, as well as, commercial construction has 
taken place right outside the city limits because of the limited amount of developable land 
left inside the city limits1.   

The growth and development of Oxford has not come without problems.  
Intersection congestion, busy highway entrance/exit ramps, and an increased number of 
vehicles on the roadways started to occur beginning in 1995.  Both the City and County 
have not been able to sufficiently maintain and upgrade existing roads or add new 
thoroughfares due to a limited annual budget from the State of $600,0001.   
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1.2 Vision 2020 
 

Members of the Oxford community met during the summer and fall of 1998 to 
work on Vision 2020, an extensive planning effort that examined all aspects of 
community life.  The volunteers discussed, evaluated, and reported on issues such as 
transportation, utilities, land use, housing, government, education, civic life, and 
economic development.  The end product of Vision 2020 was the proposal of policies, 
programs, and project recommendations for the City.  Even though sufficient funding has 
never been approved by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to connect Vision 2020 to a 
Capitol Improvements Budget, the board did adopt the following guiding principles: 
 

1. Recognize Oxford’s historic ways of town building and use those traditions to 
provide a framework for future growth. 

2. Understand the Mississippi hill country landscape and guide future growth 
responsibly within it by growing compactly and using natural features to 
establish town boundaries. 

3. Protect natural drainage areas to preserve water quality, provide open spaces, 
and reduce future storm water management costs. 

4. Establish a densely connected network of streets and roads to guide future 
growth that equally serves automobiles, pedestrians, bicycles, and future 
possibilities for transit. 

5. Relate existing and future development to the network of streets and roads and 
natural drainage areas, emphasizing appropriate mixes of land uses instead of 
single use districts. 

6. Recognize that design-of buildings, landscapes, and streets-is a central part of 
Oxford’s plan for preservation, redevelopment, and new growth.1 

  
1.3 Community Pathways 
 

In early 2003, the Mayor, Board of Aldermen, and the Public Works Department 
began preliminary investigation into the development of a network of community 
pathways.  Members from the community were nominated to a Pathways Committee by 
the Mayor and approved by the Board of Aldermen to explore bicycle and pedestrian 
development in Oxford and Lafayette County for transportation and recreational 
purposes.  In May 2003, Oxford was selected by the National Park Service’s River, Trail, 
and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) program as one of fifteen trail projects in the 
southeast.  The pathways program gained additional support in the late summer of 2003 
when a Transportation Enhancements Appropriations Bill cleared the U.S. House of 
Representatives Appropriations Committee that will provide $800,000 in federal funding 
for the development of community pathways.  The bill is currently awaiting approval by 
both the House of Representatives and Senate2

.   

 Oxford’s network of community pathways will consist of four different types of 
bicycle facilities: shared-use paths, bicycle lanes, bicycle routes, and paved shoulders.  
Shared-use paths, typically found in parks and greenways, allow both pedestrians and 
bicyclists to use a path at the same time.  Bicycle lanes are striped and signed along 
existing roads, and will be used in three of the first seven phases of the pathways 
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program.  Similarly, paved shoulders are typically utilized along existing roads if the 
existing shoulder can be paved to accommodate bicycle travel.  Bicycle routes are signed 
shared roadways between bicyclists and vehicles.  This type of facility is usually used in 
areas where the addition of a bicycle lane is not feasible. 
 
2.0 Goals and Objectives 
 

The bicycle and pedestrian plan for the City of Oxford, Mississippi provides the 
framework for the development of safe and convenient bicycle and pedestrian access to 
all areas of the city, university, and areas of interest outside of the city limits.  To assist in 
the development and implementation of these facilities, goals and objectives have been 
developed that are measurable, observable, and attainable.  The goals and objectives deal 
with the four elements identified by the United States Department of Transportation for 
decreasing bicycle-related injuries and fatalities: education, enforcement, engineering, 
and encouragement3.  The following priorities were utilized in the development of the 
plan’s goals and objectives: 

 
• Provide safe routes to local schools and other public facilities. 
• Provide residents with opportunities for recreation, exercise, and 

transportation to all areas of the town, the university, and areas of interest in 
the county. 

• Reduce single-occupant vehicle trips. 
• Provide an alternative mode of transportation. 
• Reduce congestion on streets. 
• Educate the public about bicycling. 
• Enforce bicycle-related laws and regulations. 

 
The goals in the following four sections have been placed into three categories to 

determine at what stage they should be initiated during the development and 
implementation of the community pathways program.  Each goal will be followed by a 
set of parenthesis with one or more of the following categories listed inside: 

 
1. Planning, design, development, and pre-construction phase. 
2. Construction phase. 
3. On going; post-construction 

 
Overall Goal:  Develop and maintain a comprehensive and coordinated bicycle and 
pedestrian program for the City of Oxford, Mississippi.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Ensure adequate funding for the design and development of bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities in Oxford and Lafayette County. 

2. After the implementation of the bicycle and pedestrian plan, establish an 
advisory committee to work with the city, university, and county on the 
continued use of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. 
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2.1 Education Goals 
 
 An important element of the proposed goals and objects for the bicycle and 
pedestrian plan is education.  The plan calls for education programs for both children and 
adults and the distribution of brochures containing safety information.  The education of 
both young and old bicyclists needs to take a positive approach by emphasizing the 
benefits of bicycling.  People will be less likely to try bicycling if they are only educated 
on the dangers of the roads3. 

Motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists need to be equally educated about how to 
safely interact with one another.  Annually, 85 million adults and children ride a bicycle, 
and of those, 500,000 suffer some type of cycling-related injury that requires medical 
attention4.  Additionally, every year pedestrians and bicyclists account for 15% of all 
roadway deaths5. Not only will education assist in decreasing accidents between 
motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians, it will also act as a promotional tool.  According to 
the Bicycling Information Organization, educating people about the benefits of cycling 
encourages them to try cycling3.   

  Experienced bicyclists should encourage and educate beginner and novice 
bicyclists by lending them support, answering questions they may have, and offering 
constructive criticism about their riding abilities.  Similarly, parents should take an active 
role in educating and developing their children’s riding abilities.  The priorities of the 
goals and objectives in this section are: 

 
• Development of bicycle safety education programs 
• Including bicycle safety education in driver education programs 
• Distribution of bicycle and pedestrian routes information 

 
Goal:  Provide educational programs that teach adults and school-aged children safe 
bicycle driving techniques.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Develop programs that encourage safe bicycle operation, and make safety 
information available through brochures available through schools, 
employers, bicycle shops, and general publicity efforts. 

2. Expand and support a helmet promotion program within the city, county, and 
university. 

3. Research and implement other safety programs to be taught to adults and 
school-aged children on a monthly or quarterly basis. 

4. Seek out experienced bicyclists locally to be guest speakers at safety programs 
or to run safety clinics. 

 
Goal:  Provide current literature and maps to users of bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  
(1, 2, & 3) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Regularly update bicycle and pedestrian maps and brochures, and distribute to 
employers, bike shops, public buildings, and schools. 
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2. Develop or acquire literature promoting bicycle lanes/routes, safety tips, and 
commuting on bicycles for distribution to the public. 

 
Goal:  Integrate bicycle safety education into driver education courses. (1, 2, & 3)  
 
 Objective: 

1. Develop bicycle safety information to be distributed to driver education 
courses, instructors, and students so that they may familiarize themselves on 
how to “share the road” with bicyclists. 

 
2.2 Enforcement Goals 
 
 Equal enforcement of bicyclists and motorists who break bicycle-related laws 
should be the goal of the local law enforcement agencies since bicyclists are often 
targeted more frequently than motorists6.  The board of aldermen should identify and 
adopt bicycle-related laws and regulations that would give the police department the 
authority to enforce violations.   Similarly, the police department should develop and 
implement strategies of how to fairly enforce bicycle-related laws and regulations.  The 
priorities of the goals and objectives in this section are: 
 

• Development and enforcement of bicycle-related laws and regulations. 
• Establishment of a bicycle safety education class. 
• Removal of abandoned bicycles. 

 
Goal:  Develop rules and regulations regarding the use of the community’s pathways and 
facilities.  (1& 2) 
  
 Objectives: 

1. Investigate other city’s rules and regulations before writing and implementing 
rules and regulations for the community’s pathways. 

2. Ensure rules and regulations will provide a safe environment for all users of 
the pathways. 

  
Goal:  Enforce pathways rules and regulations in order to reduce violations and 
accidents between users.  (1 & 3) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Study violations and accidents between users of pathways, and develop a 
focused enforcement effort with the goal of reducing accidents and violations. 

2. Establish a fine schedule for different violations. 
 
Goal:  Police enforcement of traffic laws and pathways rules and regulations.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Seek effective training for all local law enforcement agencies that will enable 
officers to become more sensitive to bike issues/laws related to enforcement. 
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2. Provide a bicycle and/or foot patrol presence along the pathways to enforce 
rules and regulations.   

3. Institute a bicycle-licensing program to control bicycle theft and damage and 
to prevent violators giving out false identification if stopped by a police 
officer for a violation.  

 
Goal:  Establish a bicycle safety education class for violators of rules and regulations.  
(1 & 3) 
 

Objectives: 
1. Give violators of an option of attending a bicycle safety education class 

instead of paying a fine. 
2. Reduce fines for violators whose bicycles are registered with law enforcement 

agencies. 
 
Goal:  Establish an ordinance for the removal of abandoned bicycles at bicycle racks, 
public buildings, shopping centers, apartment complexes, schools, etc.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Develop procedures for the identification, notification, and removal of 
abandoned bicycles. 

2. Provide information to business owners, property managers, and the general 
public about the procedures of the abandoned bicycle removal program. 

3. Provide an area for storage of abandoned bicycles where owners may come to 
identify their bicycles and recover them. 

4. Develop a yearly auction or sale to dispose of abandoned bicycles with profits 
going to a fund for the development and maintenance of pathways.   

 
2.3 Engineering Goals 
 
Goal:  Provide an integrated network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities that are an 
integral part of street design.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Develop standards to be used for planning decisions on where to place bicycle 
lanes and routes, as well as, sidewalks.  Issues such as speed and volume of 
automobiles, number of driveways and other curb cuts, and the age and skill 
level of bicyclists and pedestrians should be considered. 

2. The network should promote bicycle circulation through the possible usage of 
devices such as bicycle signal heads, bicycle detection devices at 
intersections, phased traffic signals, etc., to safely move bicyclists, 
pedestrians, and motorists through busy intersections. 

3. Plan routes to provide linkages between popular destinations. 
4. Develop a network of primary and secondary routes throughout the city to link 

neighborhoods, destinations, etc. to a primary network via a secondary 
network.  
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Goal:  Convert the old Illinois Central Railroad into a functional multi-use pathway.  (1 
& 2) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Provide entry to the pathway at controlled access points at street crossings, 
parks, schools, neighborhoods, etc. 

2. Provide site amenities such as directional signage, water fountains, benches, 
etc., for users of the pathway. 

 
Goal: Planning for bicycle and pedestrian facilities in new developments.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 

Objectives: 
1. The Planning Department and Planning Commissions should familiarize 

themselves with the guiding principles of good bicycle and pedestrian 
transportation. 

2. Ensure the implementation of these principles in new developments with the 
assistance of the Public Works Department. 

3. Incorporate bicycle parking and storage facilities into the development. 
 
Goal:  Integrate bicycle and pedestrian facilities into parks, greenways, and open space 
areas.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Incorporate bicycle and pedestrian facilities into new and existing parks and 
greenways. 

2. Develop criteria for bicycle access to green and open spaces areas preserved 
outside of the city limits. 

  
Goal:  Provide and maintain safe and comfortable surface conditions along bicycle 
routes and sidewalks.  (1, 2, & 3) 
  

Objectives: 
1. Ensure smooth transitions between asphalt and manholes, gutter pans, and 

storm drain grates.   
2. Ensure storm drain grates along gutter pans should are placed perpendicular to 

the direction of travel. 
3. Establish a routine inspection program for bicycle lanes and routes, multi-use 

paths, sidewalks, and bicycle parking facilities.   
4. Develop a system to prioritize pathway and sidewalk overlays and 

reconstruction during budget preparations.  
 
Goal:  Coordinate with surrounding jurisdictions such as the University of Mississippi, 
MDOT, U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers, and Lafayette County to create a continuous, 
interconnected network.  (1, 2, & 3) 
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 Objectives: 
1. Participate in regional bicycle and pedestrian planning activities.  
2. Include plans for bicycle and pedestrian facilities in a Transportation Master 

Plan. 
 
Goal:  Provide adequate bicycle parking facilities.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 

Objectives: 
1. Research the best bicycling parking facilities available, and provide guidance 

for the appropriate installation and placement in existing and new 
developments. 

2. Develop a complete bicycle-parking plan that includes standards for each 
land-use district within the city. 

 
Goal:  Minimize Bicycle Route, sidewalk, and multi-use pathway maintenance costs.  (1, 
2, & 3) 
   
 Objectives: 

1. Prohibit the use of full-size vehicles on the rail-trail and other multi-use paths. 
2. Restrict access to multi-use pathways to “golf-cart” style maintenance 

vehicles to reduce impact and damage to pathways. 
3. Select durable materials for the construction of pathway amenities such as the 

trail paving material, bridges, ramps, and retaining walls. 
4. Select plant materials that are drought-tolerant, cold tolerant, low-

maintenance, and durable for use in screening and landscaping along 
pathways. 

 
Goal:  Identify land owners of Illinois Central Railroad corridor outside of the city 
limits.  (1) 
 
 Objectives: 

1. Introduce and explain to landowners the goals of the pathways project. 
2. Obtain easements along railroad corridor for the purposes of building a shared 

use path/rail-trail. 
3. Build a rail-trail extending from the Whirlpool Corporation’s Entrance on 

Coliseum Drive Extended south to Thacker Mountain; eventually extend the 
rail-trail to Taylor. 

 
2.4 Encouragement Goals 
 
Goal:  Develop new bicycling activities and/or events in Oxford and Lafayette County. 
(1, 2, & 3)  
 
 Objectives: 

1. Provide separate events for different age groups or skill level groups. 
2. Provide events for different riding types such as road, off-road, etc. 
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Goal:  Enhance existing bicycling activities and/or events in Oxford.  (1, 2, & 3) 
  
 Objectives: 

1. Heavily promote activities and/or events locally and regionally to attract more 
participants. 

2. Promote existing group rides and encourage new riders to join. 
 

Goal:  Publish a quarterly publication to be available to the public.  (1, 2, & 3) 
 
 Objective: 

1. Report on the development of pathways, new routes, bicycling 
activities/events, etc. 

 
Note: The preceding goals and objectives have been adapted from Davis, California’s 
City of Davis Comprehensive Bicycle Plan, May 2001. 
 
3.0 Proposed Pathway Routes 
 
 The implementation of the City’s pathways program has been broken into seven 
initial phases, with two shared-use pathways and five bicycle pathways.  The proposed 
pathways provide six miles of routes that run north, south, east, and west through the 
northern portion of town.  In addition, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan proposes several 
routes that will eventually provide a connected bicycle route network within the City. 
 
3.1 Route Selection Criteria 
 
 Many factors need to be considered when selecting a route as a part of the 
pathways network.  Thus, a set of criteria has been developed to provide citizens of 
Oxford an adequate number of bicycle and pedestrian facilities that will serve all areas of 
the city.  The main emphasis should be placed on rider safety, convenience, and volume 
when selecting new routes.  However, consideration should also be given to the 
following:   
 

• Providing a link to other bicycle facilities. 
• Following a common route for bicyclists. 
• The route travels to or past destinations such as schools, parks, 

commercial districts, or office buildings. 
• Traffic control devices (e.g., stop signs, signals) have been adjusted to 

give greater priority to bicyclists on the route.   
• Shoulder or curb lane widths meet or exceed requirements. 
• Skill level of potential users of the facility. 
• Parking along the proposed route. 
• The presence of physical barriers blocking bicycle travel. 
• Identification and resolution of potential safety issues.  
• Scenery along route. 
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• Conflicts between motorists, bicyclists, pedestrians, etc. 
• Ease of maintenance. 
• Pavement quality. 
• Traffic volumes and speeds. 
• Condition of bridges. 
• Condition of intersections7 

 
3.2 Proposed Routes 
 
 There are two groups of proposed pathway routes within the City.  The first set of 
routes is a revised group of the original seven phases presented to Mississippi’s 
Congressional Delegation.  The second set of routes is a group of proposed future bicycle 
routes and lanes that would provide a continuous network of pathways.   

Initially, Phase VI was going to start at Highway 314, go around the University 
Golf Course and tie into the railroad bed on the north side of Molly Barr Road.  However, 
an airport expansion plan calls for the extension of the runway across the railroad bed.  
Therefore, Phase VI has been revised and will take a southern route along the Illinois 
Central Railroad beginning at Church Street and head south towards Taylor. Below is the 
revised set of proposed routes:    
 

1. Phase I:  Shared Use Pathway.  Follows the inactive Illinois Central Railroad 
corridor from the recently renovated Oxford Depot north to Washington 
Avenue.   

2. Phase II:  Shared Use Pathway.  Phase I continued; Illinois Central Railroad 
corridor between Washington Avenue and Molly Barr Road.   

3. Phase III:  Bicycle Lane.  This phase runs from the intersection of Highway 30 
East and Park Drive and south to East Jackson Avenue.  This phase will 
contain a bicycle lane along the southbound side of the Park Drive.  Phase IV 
will run past Avent Park, Oxford High School, and Bramlett Elementary 
School before terminating at the Lafayette County Library and Dizzy Dean 
Park.   

4. Phase IV:  Bicycle Lanes.  This phase begins at the intersection of Molly Barr 
Road and McElroy Road and runs along Molly Barr Road/Highway 30 East to 
Park Drive.  The route passes by Oxford Elementary School and the northern 
terminus of the rail-trail.  The shoulders along Molly Barr/Highway 30 East 
are wide enough to allow construction of bicycle lanes on both sides of the 
roadway.   

5. Phase V:  Bicycle Lanes.  This phase runs from the intersection of Molly Barr 
Road west along McElroy Road to Highway 314 (Old Sardis Road).  Like 
Phase III, the shoulders along McElroy Drive will be paved so that bicycle 
lanes may be placed along both sides of the roadway. 

6. Phase VI:  Shared Use Pathway.  This phase will run from the Whirlpool 
Corporation’s entrance on Church Street along the rail bed to the end of the 
university’s property.  The pathway will eventually extend to the access road 
for the Thacker Mountain Fire Tower.   
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7. Phase VII:  Bicycle Lanes.  This phase will be funded and constructed by the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT).  The route will run along 
Hwy. 314 from Pat Lamar Park to Sardis Lake.  Bicycle lanes will be placed 
on both sides of the roadway. 

 
There are two shortfalls of the first seven phases.  First, six of the seven proposed 

phases are located north of Jackson Avenue, while only one is located south of Jackson 
Avenue.  Second, the first seven phases lacked secondary routes between each other. 
Thus, the initial seven phases would not have provided citizens of Oxford a continuous 
network of pathways throughout the city.  The following future routes have been 
identified as routes that will provide a continuous pathways network: 
 

1. North/South Lamar:  The route will run from the intersection of Molly Barr 
Road/Hwy. 30 south along Lamar Avenue to Belk Drive at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital.   

2. Bramlett/South 18th Street:  The route would run south from the intersection 
of Bramlett Boulevard and Jefferson Avenue at the Lafayette County Library, 
cross University Avenue and run south along South 18th Street and South 18th 
Street Extended to Belk Drive. 

3. Belk Drive:  This route would run east to west from South 18th Street 
Extended to South Lamar Boulevard.   

4. Price Street:  This route would run east to west from the intersection of North 
Lamar to the intersection of Molly Barr Road at the Oxford Park Commission 
Activity Center.   

5. University/Van Buren Avenue:  This route would run west to east.  The route 
begins at the Lyceum on the university’s campus and runs east along 
University Avenue to South 5th Street, turns north to South 5th Street for 2 
blocks to Van Buren Avenue.  The route would then run east on Van Buren to 
the Square. 

6. University Routes:  These routes would run throughout the university’s 
campus using the following roads: Grove Loop Road, Student Union Drive, 
Dormitory Row (north and west), Rebel Drive, Mall Drive, Coliseum Drive, 
and All-American Drive.  

7. Old Taylor Road:  This route would run east to west from South Lamar past 
William Faulkner’s Rowan Oak to Taylor Road. 

8. Taylor Road:  This route will run north to south from the group of apartment 
complexes located just south of Hwy. 6 then north along Taylor Road to 
University Avenue.  

9. Jefferson Avenue & Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive:  This route would run east 
to west from Bramlett Boulevard west to Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive.  It 
would then turn north onto Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive and end at Price 
Street.   

10. Jackson Avenue & Washington Avenue:  This route would run east to west 
from Bramlett Boulevard, through the Square, and then to Washington 
Avenue.  The route would then turn onto Washington Avenue and run past the 
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City Pool, the Stone Center, Phase I, Central Elementary and Oxford Middle 
Schools, and end at Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive. 

11. North/South Corridor:  The route would run along the proposed North/South 
Corridor that will spur off Taylor Road and run into Molly Barr Road at 
Washington Avenue.   

12. Ross & Johnson Avenues:  This east-west route would connect South 18th 
Street with South Lamar Boulevard.   

13. Access Road & Frontage Road:  This east-west route will connect South 18th 
Street Extended, South Lamar, and Old Taylor Road. 

14. Stadium, Coliseum, & All-American Drives: This route will run from 
University Drive along All-American Drive to Stadium Drive, turn southwest 
onto Stadium Drive and run to Coliseum Drive, and then turn south onto 
Coliseum Drive.  The route will run along Coliseum Drive, cross over 
Highway 6 and end at the rail-trail proposed in Phase VI.   

 
4.0 Implementation and Funding 
 

To assist in the funding and construction of the six miles of pathways, the City 
has broken the program into six manageable phases.  An additional seventh phase, to be 
funded and built by the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT), will run 
along Highway 314 (Old Sardis Road).  The City’s Public Works Department conducted 
preliminary calculations in early 2003 to determine the costs associated with the 
development of the pathways in Oxford.  These calculations were incorporated into the 
proposed Community Pathways presentation given to Mississippi’s Congressional 
Delegation in Washington, D.C. when the City was requesting a federal grant.   

During the summer of 2003, the City of Oxford learned they would receive an 
$800,000 federal grant when a Transportation Appropriations Bill, currently on the 
House of Representatives and Senate Floors, is approved.  If the first six phases were 
completed as one project, initial cost projections come in just below one million dollars.  
So all six phases may be completed as one project, The Mayor is requesting that the 
Board of Alderman approve a $300,000 bond issue so that all six phases may be 
completed as one project.  

The priority for the implementation of the pathways in Oxford will be given to the 
first seven phases.  The following figures contain the engineering calculations for the 
development of the initial seven phases of the community pathways:  
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Figure 4.0.1:  Total Length of Proposed Pathways – 6.3 miles (33,450 Linear Feet) 
 

Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total

Mobilization (if completed as one project) 1 Lump Sum 15,000.00 $15,000.00
Clearing and Grubbing 1 Lump Sum 36,000.00 36,000.00
Bridge Removal 1 Lump Sum 30,000.00 30,000.00
Unclassified Excavation 5750 Cu. Yd. 2.50 14,375.00
Linear Grading 77,800.00 L.F. 3.50 272,300.00
Crushed Limestone Base in Place 8,519 Cu. Yd. 22.00 187,418.00
Hot Bituminous Surface Course 4,425.00 Ton 65.00 287,625.00
6.0 Chain Link Fence 3,450 L.F. 15.00 51,750
Shared Use Bridge 1 Lump Sum 75,000.00 75,000.00
4" Thermoplastic Edge Strip (White) 123,000 L.F. 0.18 22,140.00
4" Thermoplastic Center Strip (Yellow) 11,900 L.F. 0.18 2,142.00

Total Cost, Total Pathway  
 
Figure 4.0.2:  Phase I – From North- South Corridor to Washington Avenue (1,950 
Linear Feet) 
 

Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total

Mobilization 1 Lump Sum 5,000.00 $5,000.00
Clearing and Grubbing 1 Lump Sum 3,500.00 3,500.00
Bridge Removal 1 Lump Sum 30,000.00 30,000.00
Unclassified Excavation 2,500 Cu. Yd. 2.50 6,250.00
Linear Grading 3,900.00 L.F. 3.50 13,650.00
Crushed Limestone Base in Place 435 Cu. Yd. 22.00 9,570.00
Hot Bituminous Surface Course 240.00 Ton 65.00 15,600.00
Shared Use Bridge 1 Lump Sum 75,000.00 75,000.00
4" Thermoplastic Edge Strip (White) 3,900 L.F. 0.18 702.00
4" Thermoplastic Center Strip (Yellow) 1,950 L.F. 0.18 351.00

Total Cost, Phase I ##########  
 
Figure 4.0.3:  Phase II – Washington Avenue to Molly Barr Road (3,450.00) 

Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total

Mobilization 1 Lump Sum 5,000.00 $5,000.00
Clearing and Grubbing 1 Lump Sum 7,000.00 7,000.00
Unclassified Excavation 100 Cu. Yd. 2.50 250.00
Linear Grading 6,900.00 L.F. 3.50 24,150.00
Crushed Limestone Base in Place 770 Cu. Yd. 22.00 16,940.00
Hot Bituminous Surface Course 425.00 Ton 65.00 27,625.00
6.0 Chain Link Fence 3,450 L.F. 15.00 51,750
4" Thermoplastic Edge Strip (White) 3,900 L.F. 0.18 702.00
4" Thermoplastic Center Strip (Yellow) 1,950 L.F. 0.18 351.00

Total Cost, Phase II ##########  
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Figure 4.0.4:  Phase III – Molly Barr Road to McElroy Road (9,600 Linear Feet) 
 

Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total

Mobilization 1 Lump Sum 5,000.00 $5,000.00
Clearing and Grubbing 1 Lump Sum 2,000.00 2,000.00
Unclassified Excavation 50 Cu. Yd. 2.50 125.00
Linear Grading 19,200.00 L.F. 3.50 67,200.00
Crushed Limestone Base in Place 2,150 Cu. Yd. 22.00 47,300.00
Hot Bituminous Surface Course 1,175.00 Ton 65.00 76,375.00
4" Thermoplastic Edge Strip (White) 38,400 L.F. 0.18 6,912.00

Total Cost, Phase III ##########  
 
Figure 4.0.5:  Phase IV – Avent Park to Hwy 30 East (9,600 Linear Feet) 
 

Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total

Mobilization 1 Lump Sum 5,000.00 $5,000.00
Clearing and Grubbing 1 Lump Sum 2,000.00 2,000.00
Unclassified Excavation 50 Cu. Yd. 2.50 125.00
Linear Grading 9,500.00 L.F. 3.50 33,250.00
Crushed Limestone Base in Place 1,220 Cu. Yd. 22.00 19,800.00
Hot Bituminous Surface Course 670.00 Ton 65.00 15,275.00
4" Thermoplastic Edge Strip (White) 21,800 L.F. 0.18 3,420.00

Total Cost, Phase IV $78,870.00  
 
Figure 4.0.6:  Phase V – McElroy Drive (5,450 Linear Feet) 
 

Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total

Mobilization 1 Lump Sum 5,000.00 $5,000.00
Clearing and Grubbing 1 Lump Sum 1,500.00 1,500.00
Unclassified Excavation 50 Cu. Yd. 2.50 125.00
Linear Grading 10,900.00 L.F. 3.50 38,150.00
Crushed Limestone Base in Place 1,220 Cu. Yd. 22.00 26,840.00
Hot Bituminous Surface Course 670.00 Ton 65.00 43,550.00
4" Thermoplastic Edge Strip (White) 21,800 L.F. 0.18 3,924.00

Total Cost, Phase V ##########  
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Figure 4.0.7:  Phase VI – Railroad South towards Thacker Mountain Fire Tower  
 

Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total

Mobilization Lump Sum
Clearing and Grubbing Lump Sum
Unclassified Excavation Cu. Yd.
Linear Grading L.F.
Crushed Limestone Base in Place Cu. Yd.
Hot Bituminous Surface Course Ton
4" Thermoplastic Edge Strip (White) L.F.
4" Thermoplastic Center Strip (Yellow) L.F.

Total Cost, Phase VI  
NOTE: Preliminary engineering calculations not available because length of route still being 
determined. 
 
Figure 4.0.8:  Phase VII – MDOT Phase – Hwy 314 from Lamar Park to Sardis Lake 
 

Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Total

Mobilization (if completed as one project) 1 Lump Sum 20,000.00 $20,000.00
Clearing and Grubbing 1 Lump Sum 10,000.00 10,000.00
Unclassified Excavation 250 Cu. Yd. 3.00 750.00
Linear Grading 50,000.00 L.F. 3.50 175,000.00
Crushed Limestone Base in Place 7,333 Cu. Yd. 22.00 161,326.00
Hot Bituminous Surface Course 9,240.00 Ton 65.00 600,600.00
Shared Use Bridge 2.00 Lump Sum 50,000.00 100,100.00
4" Thermoplastic Edge Strip (White) 100,000 L.F. 0.30 30,000.00

Total Cost, Phase VII ##########  
 
4.1 Additional Funding Sources                                                                                                                       
 
 According to the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC), combining private sector 
funds with local, state, and federal funds provides a successful method for the design, 
development, and maintenance of trails.8  The following list contains possible funding 
sources and for the development of trails.   
 
 Federal 

• Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21):  Provides 
funding for pedestrian and bicycle trails and facilities. 

• Surface Transportation Program (STP):  Monies available from this 
program can be used for either construction or nonconstruction purposes, 
such as route maps and brochures, related to bicycle and pedestrian 
transportation projects.   

• Recreational Trails Program (RTP):  Funding provided from this program 
can be used in many ways in the development of trails such as 
construction of the trail, trail facilities, acquisition of easements or 
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property needed for the trail, operation of educational programs, etc.  In 
Mississippi, the RTP program is administered by the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks.  More information is 
available at: http://www.mdwfp.com/rtp/   

State 
• Currently, there are no funding programs sponsored by the State of 

Mississippi. 
Local 

• Taxes: Sales Tax Revenues.  For example, voters in Oklahoma City, OK 
approved a temporary $0.01 sales tax, which generated millions of dollars 
for the development of trails. 

• Impact Fees:  Another method to finance bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
is to enact one-time impact fees and development excise taxes on new 
development that can be used for the development of bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities. 

• Bond Referenda: Place trail funding propositions on local ballots. 
• Local Capital Improvements Program: Include appropriations for trail 

development in the City’s capital improvements program. 
Private 

• Local Businesses: Donations of cash for specific segments of the trail, 
services related to the development of the trail, discounts on materials 
used in the construction of the trial, or the contribution of employee 
volunteer time. 

• Individual Donors:  Solicit private citizens to make donations towards 
sections of the trail, site amenities, etc. 

 
5.0 Design and Engineering Standards 
 
 MDOT and the State of Mississippi do not have specific design and engineering 
standards for bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  However, the American Association of 
State and Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO), as well as, the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers (ITE) have written generic standards and guidelines that are 
applicable to bicycle and pedestrian facilities in most states.    The guidelines for 
Oxford’s pathways program have been compiled from AASHTO’s Guide for the 
Development of Bicycle Facilities.  The standards for minimum widths, clearance 
heights, grades, speeds, bicycle parking facilities, signage, striping, etc. are discussed in 
this section.     
 
5.1 Widths 
 

AASHTO has set minimum widths the different types of bicycle facilities 
commonly built in a pathways network.  Each facility has different standards depending 
on the conditions present.  The guidelines and standards for paved shoulders, bicycle 
lanes, bicycle routes, and shared use pathways are covered in this section.  Also, 
recommendations are made for the development of separate guidelines for the City of 
Oxford Pathways. 
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5.1.1 Paved Shoulders 
 

Paved shoulders will be utilized in Phases IV, V, and VII.  They are typically 
found in outlying and rural areas, and it can be one of the easiest ways to accommodate 
bicyclists.  AASHTO recommends a minimum of 4 feet (1.2m), but also states that any 
additional shoulder width is better than none.  However, if there are any roadside barriers 
present along the roadway, a minimum width of 5 feet (1.5m) is required.  Where rumble 
strips are present, a 1 foot (0.3m) clear travel path should be provided to the paved 
shoulder.  Additionally, the minimum widths must still be used between the edge of the 
rumble strip and the edge of the pavement or roadside barrier.9 
 
5.1.2 Bicycle Lanes 
 
 In Phase III and future phases, bicycle lanes will be used in the pathways network.  
Bicycle lanes will typically be found within the city limits.  A minimum of 4 feet (1.2m) 
is required for all bike lanes and those in outlying areas without curb and gutters.  If on-
street parking or curb and gutter pans are present, the minimum width increases to 5 feet 
(1.5m).  However, AASHTO recommends additional widths be added if space is 
available, a high volume of bicyclists are present, or there is a high volume of traffic 
using the route.10 
  
5.1.3 Shared Use Paths 
 

Shared use paths will be developed along the former Illinois Central Railroad 
corridor in Phases I, II, and VI.  Future phases of the pathways program and new parks or 
greenways may eventually contain shared use paths as well.  Since shared use paths are 
normally contra-flow, the minimum lane width is increased because of the presence of 
both pedestrians and bicyclists.  While a width of 10 feet (3.0m) is recommended, a 
minimum width of 8 (2.4m) feet can be adequate in rare instances.  Typically, a shared 
use path with a width of 8 feet is found in areas where there is a low volume of trail users 
or in rural, outlying areas outside of a city’s corporate limits.  Additionally, a minimum 2 
foot (0.6m) wide graded shoulder must be placed along both sides of the pathway 
adjacent to the trail surface.  This shoulder should be graded at a maximum of a 1:6 
slope.11 
 
5.1.4 Width Recommendations 
 
 AASHTO’s recommended minimum widths are general enough that they are 
applicable in most situations.  However, in other cities and states, the guidelines for 
bicycle facilities are often written to exceed AASHTO’s recommendations.  Therefore, 
Oxford should adopt width guidelines that exceed AASHTO’s recommendations.  The 
following widths are recommended for the pathways in Oxford: 
 

• Paved Shoulders: 5 feet lanes; 6 feet lanes if any roadside barriers are 
present. 
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• Bicycle Lanes:  5 feet lanes; 6 feet lanes when on-street parking is present 
(Possibly consider 7 feet lanes if parking is present) 

• Shared Use Paths:  A 10 feet wide path should be the minimum for the 
Oxford Pathways. 

• If there are sections of proposed pathway routes where the Oxford 
guidelines cannot be meet, then the AASHTO recommendations should be 
used in place of the Oxford guidelines.   

 
5.2 Grades 
 

There are two types of grades that should be taken into consideration when 
developing pathways: longitudinal and cross grades.  AASHTO recommends a grade of 
less than 5% for both bicycle and shared use facilities.  If proposed routes contain 
longitudinal slopes exceeding 5%, bicyclists are more likely to avoid those routes.  The 
design of a trail’s cross slope will affect not only the trail user, but drainage as well.  The 
following charts show the permissible slopes for bicycle and shared use facilities.   

 
Figure 5.2.1:  Suggested grade restrictions and grade lengths12 

 
  5-6%   up to 800 feet (240 m) 
  7%   up to 400 feet (120 m) 
  8%   up to 300 feet (90 m) 
  9%   up to 200 feet (60 m) 
  10%   up to 100 feet (30 m) 
  11+%   up to 50 feet (15 m) 

 
Figure 5.2.2:  Trail User Slope Requirements13 
 
Trail User Average Speed (mph) Longitudinal Slope Cross Slope

Pedestrian 3-7 No restriction 4% max.
Person in wheelchair 3-7 3% preferred; 5% max. 2% max.
Bicyclist 8-10 3% preferred; 8% max. 2-4% max.
 
 Since Oxford and Lafayette County are located in the North Mississippi Hill 
Country, it is important that the grades of proposed routes follow the guidelines set by 
AASHTO and the Rail-To-Trails Conservancy.  However if the grade requirements 
cannot be fulfilled, alternative routes should be explored to find more favorable routes.  
Also, American with Disabilities Act (ADA) guidelines should be used and followed. 
 
5.3 Speed  
 
  The condition, location, and grade of a pathway; the number and types of users 
on the path; the purpose of the trip; etc. will affect the speed at which a bicyclist will 
travel.  Typically, a bicycle and/or shared use facility’s design speed will be determined 
by the speed of the fastest bicyclist on the pathway.  AASHTO has made general 
recommendations for design speeds of bicycle and shared use pathways.  In most cases, 
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20 mph is used as a minimum design speed.  The minimum design speed can be 
increased to 30 mph on downgrades exceeding 4 percent.14 
 The City of Oxford’s pathways should follow AASHTO’s suggested design 
speeds.  However, each phase of the pathways program should be examined individually 
to determine whether AASHTO’s minimum design speeds are sufficient for that phase. 
  
5.4 Bicycle Parking Facilities Guidelines 
 
 In order to effectively promote bicycling, adequate bicycle parking facilities shall 
be provided.  Bicycle parking can be grouped into two groups: short-term and long-term 
parking.  The differences between the two types of parking are discussed below.  
 
5.4.1 Short-Term Parking  
 

Short-term bicycle parking is normally placed in locations where bicyclists will 
spend two-hours or less.  The bicycle racks should be accessible, convenient, and within 
50 feet of the entrance to be used by bicyclists.  If the bicycle racks are to serve more 
than one building, the racks should be evenly distributed to serve all buildings.  In 
addition, racks should be placed in a visible and prominent location and in areas of high 
pedestrian activity. 15         
 
5.4.2. Long-Term Parking  
 

Long-term bicycle parking should provide secure and weather-protected bicycle 
parking for extended periods of time to individuals such as commuters, students, 
employees, etc.  According to the City of Portland, Oregon, if a bicycle commuter is 
confident their bicycle is secure in a long-term parking facility, they are willing to walk 
short distances to their destinations-750 feet or three short blocks.  Security at long-term 
parking facilities can be provided in one or more of the following four ways: 1.) bicycles 
are in a locked room or fenced area with a locked gate, 2.) bicycles are within view or 
within 100 feet of a security guard, 3.) the parking area is monitored by a security 
camera, or 4.) bicycles are viewable from employee work areas.  At least 50 percent of 
the parking provided has to be covered.15    
  
5.4.3 Bicycle Parking Facilities Recommendations 
 

Requirements for both types of bicycle parking should be established for each of 
the land-use districts within the city.  The City should review parking guidelines and 
standards from cities with active bicycle programs, and adopt any applicable guidelines.  
Additional guidelines should be added as necessary to deal with any unique situations in 
Oxford.  Oxford bicycle parking guidelines and standards should include: 
 

• The use of bicycle racks that provide two contact points with the bicycle  
•  An area of 2 feet by 6 feet per bicycle at a rack 
• The use of bicycle racks that will support a 42 inch tall bicycle 
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• A five-foot aisle on one end of the racks for maneuvering in and out of the 
parking space15   

• Placement of bicycle racks that does not impede or interfere with 
pedestrian traffic 

• Easy accessibility from the street and protection from motor vehicles. 
• The use of bicycle racks that accommodate the use of high-security U-

shaped locks16 
 
5.5 Signage and Pavement Markings 
 
 There are numerous guidelines and standards for the use of signs and pavement 
markings along bicycle and shared use facilities.  The U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) recognizes trails as 
transportation corridors, thus recognizable transportation signs should be used and 
adapted along trails.  Standard shapes and colors and minimum sizes for trail signs can be 
found in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  Trails for the 
Twenty-First Century authors Charles A. Flink, et.al, recommend consulting the MUTCD 
on the placement of signs and striping since there are numerous guidelines and 
standards.17   
 The following recommendations have been made by Trails for the Twenty-First 
Century regarding signs: 

• Effective viewing distance for multi-use trail signs is between 20 and 150 
feet 

• Stop signs along trails should measure 18 by 18 inches 
• Yield signs along trails should measure 24 by 24 inches 
• Regulatory signs should measure12 by 18 inches 
• Post-mounted signs should be placed at least 3 feet from the trail’s edge  
• Non-traffic oriented signs should be placed at least 4 feet from the trail’s 

edge 
• Signs should be placed at a height of 4 to 5 feet off the ground 
• 75 feet should be placed between signs to allow for a reaction time 
• Separate regulatory signs from the warning signs  
• Group information signs together at trailheads, rest areas, etc 
• Use pavement striping to reinforce signs, not as a replacement 
• Use pavement striping sparingly, so as not to create distractions18 

 
Due to the complexity of signing and striping along bicycle facilities, the 

guidelines and standards in the MUTCD should be followed when the pathways in 
Oxford are signed and striped. 
 
5.6 Vertical Clearance Heights 
 
 Vertical clearances shall be taken into consideration along the pathway’s facilities 
during both the routing and development stages.  There are separate minimum vertical 
clearance requirements for each of the users of the pathways.  The minimum vertical 
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clearance for pedestrian facilities is seven feet while the acceptable vertical clearance for 
bicycle facilities is eight feet.  However, the Rails-to-Conservancy recommends the 
vertical clearance for a bicycle facility be ten feet.  Vertical clearance may have to be 
increased to allow emergency and maintenance vehicles access to the facilities.19   
 
5.7 Landscaping 
 
  Along many pathway corridors, built or proposed, the native landscape present 
already gives the pathway a unique personality.  However, some corridors require more 
planting design and construction to produce a corridor with its own personality.  Since 
landscaping is an on-going commitment, rather than a one-time expense, it is important to 
examine all of the opportunities and constraints present along a proposed pathway when 
developing a landscape plan.  The landscape plan should draw attention to features along 
the pathway (opportunities) through the use plants while addressing constraints such as 
dry areas that may require irrigation if landscaped and areas where toxins may be present 
in the soil.   

Landscaping along a pathway can serve as more than just an aesthetic purpose.  If 
designed, installed, and maintained properly, landscaping can create a microclimate and 
provide a buffer to block unsightly views, noise, and odors.20   
 
The landscape plan for the City of Oxford’s Pathways Program should include the 
following: 
 

• Plants that are low-maintenance and drought tolerant. 
• Native, indigenous plant species. 
• A native, natural landscape appearance. 
• A preservation plan that retains as much of the existing landscape as 

possible during the construction of the pathways        
• A plan that locates and identifies native plant species along the rail-trail.  

Signs or brochures should be produced to draw attention to these plants in 
their native habitat.         

• An implementation plan 
• A maintenance plan                                         

 
6.0 Pedestrian Plan 

 
Offering citizens an alternative mode of transportation, opportunities for 

recreation and exercise, as well as, reducing congestion and single occupant vehicle trips 
on Oxford’s streets are just a few of the goals of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan.  
Consequently, an equal number of bicycle and pedestrian facilities should be available to 
citizens in Oxford.   
 The rail-trail, comprising three phases of the community pathways program, is the 
only portion of the community pathways program that is a shared use pathway.  The other 
four initial phases are a combination of bicycle lanes and routes that would exclude 
pedestrians from using those sections of the pathways network.  Fortunately, most streets 
in the older, established sections of Oxford contain a sidewalk on at least one side, if not 
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both, sides of the street allowing pedestrians to walk along most of proposed pathway 
routes.  However, there are streets and developments within the City where sidewalks are 
only located on one side of the street, they are interrupted and are not continuous with 
other nearby sidewalks, or end without warning to a pedestrian. 
 Presently, the City of Oxford is reviewing accessibility within the city limits to 
deal with the aforementioned problems with city sidewalks.  A sidewalk inventory is 
being conducted in each voting ward to determine which streets contain sidewalks, the 
condition of those sidewalks, and the widths of those sidewalks.  The sidewalk inventory 
will then be used to compile and prioritize a list of streets where either a sidewalk needs 
to be built or improved. 
 The City of Oxford does have ordinances on the books that will support the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan’s goal of providing pedestrians with a safe alternative 
method of transportation, opportunities for exercise and recreation, and safe routes to 
schools and public facilities.  One of the ordinances requires the construction of 
sidewalks on at least one side of the street in all new subdivision developments.  Another 
ordinance requires the construction of sidewalks in non-residential new construction 
projects within the city, and all remodeling and additions that are greater than 50% of the 
current value of the building. 
  
7.0 Maps and Figures 
 
7.1 Maps 
 

The maps found on the following pages illustrate the community pathways in 
three stages.  The map found in Figure 6.1.1 the initial seven phases of the community 
pathways.  In Figure 6.1.2, the maps shows future routes of pathways that would connect 
into Phases I-VII found in Figure 6.1.1.  Finally, the map in Figure 6.1.3 illustrates a 
complete pathways network through the combination of phases I-VII and the proposed 
future phases.  
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7.2 Site Amenities  
 
Figure 7.2.1: Benches 
 

 

 
 

This bench would become the standard bench placed in town along the pathways, as well 
as, other locations around town.  The bench is part of the “Urban Series” produced by the 
Mississippi Prison Industries Corporation.  The bench is welded construction of flat bar 
and square tubing with legs that can be bolted to a concrete base.  The product number is 
MR-013. 
 
Figure 7.2.2: Trash Receptacles 
 

 
 
This trash receptacle is also in the “Urban Series” produced by the Mississippi Prison 
Industries Corporation.  It is welded construction of 16 gauge 2” tubing.  The product 
number is MR-015.  Another version of this trash receptacle is offered with a cover over 
the trashcan: Product Number MR-023. 
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Figure 7.2.3:  Planters 
 

 
 
The planter pictured above may possible be used along the pathways near entrances, 
informational kiosks, benches, around town, etc.  This planter is also in the Mississippi 
Prison Industries’ “Urban Series.”  The product number is MR-016. 
 
Figure 7.2.4: Bike Racks 
 

 
 
Proposed bicycle rack that incorporates elements from other pathway site amenities.  This 
is a modified approach to the typical inverted “U” style rack.  According to the 
manufacturer, the rectangular sheet metal plate on the horizontal cross member can be 
customized with a specific logo, seal, name, etc.  The manufacturer’s website is:  
http://www.creativepipe.com/figure_h_rack.htm 
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Figure 7.2.5: Lighting 
 

 
 
The lights used along the pathways should be identical to those found around the Square.  
The light pictured above is similar to those found around the Square and other locations 
around town.  It would be beneficial to have the rail-trail through town lit at night with 
lights similar to this. 
 
8.0 Supplemental Resources 
 
 Currently, there is an abundance of information available on the subject of 
bicycle, pedestrian and shared use facilities development.  Including all the information 
related to the development of those facilities in the City of Oxford’s Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan would be a daunting task.  Thus, the following list of resources has been 
complied to provide supplemental information to topics discussed in the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan, as well as, to those involved in the planning and construction stages of 
the community pathways.  The documents and websites listed below contain information 
related to bicycle and pedestrian facilities, specifically, funding, planning, design, 
construction, and maintenance.     
 
8.1 Books 
 
Design and Safety of Pedestrian Facilities. Institute of Transportation Engineers, 1998. 
 
Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities.  American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials, 1999. 
 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, Millennium Edition.  U.S. Department of 
Transportation; Federal Highway Administration, 2001. 
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Trails for the Twenty-First Century: Planning, Design, and Management Manual for 
Multi-Use Trails.  2nd ed.  Charles A. Flink, Kristine Olka, Robert M. Stearns, 2001. 
 
8.2 Websites 
 
American Trails – Organization that supports, enhances, and protects trails throughout 
the United States.  http://www.americantrails.org/ 
 
Bicycling Information - Information about bicycling and bicycle facilities. 
http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/ 
 
Bicycle Advocacy Group of Mississippi – Promotes the development of alternative forms 
of transportation and the improvement of existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 
http://www.bikemississippi.org/ 
 
National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Program – A division of the 
National Park Service that works toward the preservation of rivers, greenways, and the 
development of trails throughout the U.S.   
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/rtca/index.html 
 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center (PBIC) Public Image Library – Pictures of 
design and engineering of bicycle and pedestrian facilities, traffic calming devices, and 
people and their behavior.   http://www.pedbikeimages.org/ 
 
Rail-to-Trials Conservancy – An organization that works to support, enhance, and 
develop rail-trails throughout North America.  http://www.railtrails.org/ 
 
Walkable Communities, Inc. – A non-profit corporation whose purpose is make 
communities more walkable and pedestrian friendly. http://www.walkable.org/ 
 
Walking Information – Information about pedestrian facilities. 
http://www.walkinginfo.org/ 
 
8.3 Established Bicycle Programs in other Cities 
 
City of Portland, Oregon Bicycle Plan – This website is part of the City of Portland, 
Oregon’s website.  Contains information pertaining to Portland’s bicycle plan and bicycle 
facilities.  http://www.portlandtransportation.org/Bicycles/default.htm 
 
City of Chicago, Illinois Bicycle Plan – This website is part of the City of Chicago, 
Illinois’ website.  The site contains information about Chicago’s bicycle program and 
facilities.  http://www.ci.chi.il.us/Transportation/BikeInfo/ 
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City of Boulder, Colorado Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan – This website contains 
information about Boulder’s bicycle, pedestrian, mass transit programs.  
http://www.ci.boulder.co.us/goboulder/pubs/walk_bike/bike_menu.html 
 
Long Leaf Trace Rail-Trail – Mississippi’s first rail-trail runs from Hattiesburg to 
Prentiss in south Mississippi.  http://www.longleaftrace.org/ 
 
8.4 Funding  
 
National Park Service.  1991 Annual Report and Program Brochure-Rivers, Trails, 
&Conservation Programs. 16pp. Photos. 
 
National Transportation Enhancements Clearinghouse. Technical Bulletin: Finding 
Matching Funds for Trail Projects.  March 200. 8pp. 
 
National Transportation Enhancements Clearinghouse.  A Guide to Transportation 
Enhancements.  June 1999.  32pp. 
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