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Feedback for Oxford, Miss. 
On the community’s application to be designated a Bicycle Friendly Community

Although Oxford was not selected as a Bicycle Friendly Community this year, reviewers hope that this 
marks a commitment that is surfacing in the community to make improvements in the future. Highlights 
of the application included the drafting of a bike plan, the funding and development of the bike network, 
the Oxford Pathway Project, bicycle rodeos, and the burgeoning Safe Routes to School Program.

Opportunities exist for Oxford to make improvements in each of the five areas of the BFC application: 
engineering, education, enforcement, encouragement and evaluation. 

Reviewers provided the following suggestions to further promote bicycling:

• Increase the number of arterial streets that have wide shoulder or bike lanes. Continue to expand 
the bicycle network and connectivity through the use of bike lanes, shared lane arrows and signed routes. 
On-street improvements coupled with expanding the trail system will increase use and improve safety.

• Hiring a full-time bicycle and pedestrian coordinator would greatly increase the amount of 
work that can get done in the community. Current efforts of the BPAC and TDM coordinator could be 
complemented by a full-time staff person devoted to making the community bicycle-friendly.

• Ensure that new and improved facilities to accommodate bicyclists conform to current best 
practices and guidelines – such as the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities and 
MDOT’s own guidelines. 

• Adopt a Complete Streets policy. Every street should accommodate bicyclists, pedestrians, 
motorists and transit users of all abilities and ages. http://www.completestreets.org/

• Set up training for city staff and area consultants on bicycle facility design and planning. Consider 
a membership to the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals www.apbp.org for city Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Staff.  Training opportunities and the listserv provided by this organization are excellent 
resources.

• Increase the amount secure bicycle parking throughout the community – in addition implement a 
regulation like Washington, D.C.’s requiring bike parking. See the brochure: http://www.waba.org/new/
content/BIKERACKS.pdf To see what a smaller town has done look at Decatur, GA’s draft bike parking 
guidelines: http://www.decaturga.com/client_resources/bikedecatur/bicycle%20parking%20brochure.pdf  
Funding is available -- The Chicago DOT used a federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) 
grant to provide indoor bike parking in Loop offices and parking garages. For more information on this 
project contact Trisha Sternberg, City Planner, at tsternberg@cityofchicago.org.

• Improve pedestrian and bicycle safety campaigns. Encourage police officers to educate motorists 
and cyclists to share the road within their targeted enforcement efforts. This could be in the form of a 
brochure or tip card explaining each user’s rights and responsibilities. Use valuable information from 
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the League’s Ride Better Tips in your outreach education and encouragement efforts. See the Ride Better 
Tips pages at http://www.bikeleague.org/resources/better/index.php , PSA’s http://www.bikeleague.org/
programs/bikemonth/psas.php and the downloadable Bicycle Safety Tips for Adults video at http://www.
bikeleague.org/programs/education/shortversion.wmv 

• The community should work to increase bicycling education opportunities for children and adults. 
Host an LCI seminar to train League Cycling Instructors. Contact the League offices or visit http://www.
bikeleague.org/programs/education/ for information on upcoming seminars. Both adult and child classes 
can be taught by League Cycling Instructors. Having local instructors will enable the community to 
expand cycling education, to be cycling ambassadors, to deliver education to motorists, provide cycling 
education to adults, and have an expert to assist in encouragement programs. http://www.bikeleague.org/
cogs/programs/education/seminar_schedule 

• Implement Safe Routes to School program and encourage all schools to get involved. In 
Arlington, Virginia every school in the County was visited by a team with representatives from 
Department of Public Works, the Police and Schools to access conditions for walking and biking to each 
school. A list of problems and solutions was developed measures were identified to address problems. 
Short-term projects such as painting crosswalks were done right away while larger construction projects 
are on-going. Funding is available in the federal transportation bill, SAFETEA-LU, among several other 
sources at both the federal and state levels. See www.saferoutesinfo.org for more information.

• Expand encouragement efforts during Bike Month. Have the Mayor and/or the City Council 
proclaim May as Bike Month. 

• Encourage local businesses to promote cycling to the workplace. During Bike to Work Week set 
up a commuter challenge or bike to work pit stop. For more information on encouragement ideas please 
visit http://www.bicyclefriendlycommunity.org/tech.htm Olympia, Washington holds a Bike Commuter 
Contest during Bike Month and encourages people to participate in the month-long Contest to see who 
can ride the most number of days or miles in the month of May. The growth in participation has been 
stunning. Olympia also offers city employees a $2 per day incentive for commuting by bike (as well as 
for walking, riding the bus or carpooling). Each year, approximately 50 to 60 of the City’s 600 employees 
participate in the Bicycle Commuter Contest. 

• Make connections between bicycling community and law enforcement. Ensure that police officers 
are aware of the “Share the Road” message and have general knowledge regarding traffic law as it applies 
to bicyclists. The city should consider hosting an Enforcement for Bicycle Safety seminar. This is a great 
continuing education opportunity for law enforcement. 
http://www.bicyclefriendlycommunity.org/popup/enforcement.htm. 

• Encourage police officers to use targeted enforcement to encourage motorists and cyclists to 
share the road. This could be in the form of a brochure or tip card explaining each user’s rights and 
responsibilities.


